Buchanan's archconservative, spitballspewing candidacy, but the rabid support he's already managed to muster (50,000 votes in Maryland, millions more nationwide) has to be somewhat unsettling for Bob Dole as well.
Regardless of his finish in the primaries, Mr. Buchanan is determined to be heard from at the Republican National Convention in late summer. Mr. Dole would like his endorsement for the votes it would provide, but cannot be serious about hoping "that Pat Buchanan would find it in his heart as a good Republican to join forces and close ranks." Can good Republicans be outright bigots? Does Mr. Dole have a political death wish?
What's in Mr. Buchanan's heart is the cause. "We'll go forward," he vowed on national television, "fighting for the cause."
But the purity of the cause is forever tainted by the essential Buchanan: a meanspirited racist, an articulate hatemonger, a political pundit who relishes his reputation for pulling few punches when attacking blacks, liberals, Jews and Israel.
The real danger for Mr. Dole is that Mr. Buchanan won't stop speaking his mind. The real danger for America is that he will. The more he is tempted to temper his true feelings by distancing himself from his past antiSemitic remarks, the greater the part he will play in shaping the GOP platform. The subtler his language, the more palatable his message to mainstream Republicans.
For many people he already pushes the right conservative buttons, refusing to condone abortion or homosexuality or to coddle welfare cheats. And a lot of honest voters agree with his arguments that we should not intervene abroad neither in Bosnia nor the Balkans nor even, when you consider America's strategic interests, in Israel.
But the defensibility of those views comes undone when it comes to Jews. The unfortunate truth appears to be that much of Mr. Buchanan's bile is motivated by the barely concealed basic instincts of a hardcore antiSemite. 
MORE:
A tale of customer service, justice and currency as funny as a $2 bill Family's bad fortunes propelled Thomas to better life Harriet Tubman honored as a saint once a member of the Ku Klux Klan but went on to become perhaps the most liberal of any Justice in Supreme Court history. While presidential politics may have a tempering effect on candidates' rhetoric and sometimes even transmogrifies their policies and platforms, it rarely changes their preconceptions and personalities.
A master of ad hominem attack invites the same in return. Bob Dole must challenge Patrick Buchanan, and ultimately hold him accountable, for all that he has said and written. It won't be easy. Mr. Dole must not allow himself to be out Scriptured by Mr. Buchanan, who professes to be motivated by the Bible.
For those who take Mr. Buchanan at his word, the more subtle and attractive his choice of language, the more he resembles the snake in the Garden of Eden. A more apt metaphor might be one from the Deep South, the same region
